Core content:  identify supporting details; identify author’s purpose; draw conclusions; reflect on and evaluate what is read


Excerpt from Dwaina Brooks

By Phillip Hoose

(Scott Foresman, p174-176)

Why Not?


Dwaina tore into the house that night after school and found her mother, Gail.  As usual, she was in the kitchen.  “Mama,” she said. “I need you to help me fix some stuff to take down to that shelter we call at school.  Let’s make up as much as we can.  Sandwiches and chicken.  Let’s get everyone to do it.  C’mon.”


Gail Brooks looked at her daughter.  All of her children were generous, but Dwaina had always been a little different.  Even when she was a baby, Dwaina couldn’t stand to see anyone hurt or left out.  If she only took one doll to bed with her, pretty soon she would start wondering if all the others felt bad.  The next morning, there would be a bed full of dolls and Dwaina on the floor.


Make food for the homeless?  Well, why not?  They decided to prepare meals on Friday night.  They spent the next three days shopping and preparing.  Counting Dwaina’s lunch money, which she decided to donate to the cause, they figured they had about sixty dollars to spend.  Their challenge was how to make that stretch into as many meals as possible.


Coupons helped cut the prices for sandwich wrapping, cookies, and mayonnaise.  Dwaina’s uncle got them discount lunch meats from the store where he used to work.  Thursday night was bargain night at the bakery in nearby Lancaster.  They drove away with six big loaves of day-old bread for $1.78.  “Mama, do you think anyone at the shelter will really eat day-old bread?”  Dwaina asked.  “We eat it,” Gail replied.  “If it don’t kill us, it won’t kill them.”


The baker gave them twenty free boxes, too, when he heard how they would be used.  Dwaina’s aunts and uncles brought over huge sacks of chips and big bottles of salad dressing.


When Dwaina got home from school on Friday, the stage was set.  Her mother’s table was covered with a plastic cloth.  The plastic gloves from the dime store were laid out.  Mountains of ham, turkey, and cheese were at one end.  Two rows of bread went from one end of the table to the other.  They looked like piano keys.  A huge jar of mayonnaise was open and ready.


Dwaina’s sisters, Stephanie, sixteen, and Crystal, nine, already had aprons tied around their waists.  Dwaina turned on the radio, and they all formed an assembly line and dug in.  Gail threw chicken into three skillets and got them going all at once.  Dwaina slapped meat on open slices of bread and covered them with mayo.  Crystal wrapped sandwiches and stuffed sacks.  Dwaina looked on proudly as the corner of the kitchen began to fill up with sacks.  It looked like a lot of meals.

MULTIPLE CHOICE

1.  Based on this quote from the above passage, “If she only took one doll to bed with her, pretty soon she would start wondering if all the others felt bad” choose the BEST adjective to describe Dwaina :


0  honest


0  trustworthy


0  reliable


0  compassionate

2.  From the quote “The plastic gloves from the dime store were laid out,” we can infer that the plastic gloves were:


0 ready for use


0 inexpensive


0 easily available


0 all of the above

3.  From the details “Gail threw chicken…” and “Dwaina slapped meat…”  we can infer that Gail and Dwaina were:


0 worried


0 enthusiastic


0 careless


0 none of the above

4. The author’s purpose in this passage is to convince us that helping the needy is:


0 rewarding


0 worthwhile


0 enjoyable


0 all of the above

OPEN RESPONSE

This passage gives information about how to make food for the homeless.  Based on this information, describe in your own words what needs to be done to prepare food for the homeless.

Choose a night to prepare meals

Plan how to use money wisely

Get help from other people

Prepare kitchen for putting food together

Use plastic gloves

Cook/assemble food

Put food in sacks to take to shelter

SCORING GUIDE

	4
	Student gives correct answers.  All explanations are clear and complete.  There is evidence of clear understanding of the passage.



	3
	Student gives correct answer.  Explanations are correct, but possibly vague.  There is less evidence of clear understanding.

	2
	Student answers part of the question completely correct.   There is some evidence of understanding.

	1
	There is little evidence of understanding.

	0
	Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant (does not add any new information to the question)

	    B
	No response


